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TRAMELATED AESTRACT
from
TRARSCORIPT OF MARITIME DECLARATION

issued by

ROYAL BORWEGIAN OONSULATE GENERAL
NEW T0RK,

PAGE 1, LINE 8 FROM BOTTOM3-

" Appeared 2nd Officer (eorg Bemgson, borm 2/9-1909 at Moscow, Norwegian
" gitizen sinee 1943, addresst m. and explained that all log tooks
"had been lost whersfors he as the oldest surviving Deck Officer had drawn @
a short written statement in lieu of the regulation log abstracty The writen
SIAGAION s Teed wad ren ab TORNGNY

"® Arrival New York 3/12. Comsenced loading locomotives for Cher-
bourg. Used stevedores as before, Lashings mmmm installed by the
saze people as belore under the supervision of Let and 2nd Officer, A1l
lashinge and chockings (shoringa) were checked, everything evidently in
order. Certificate issued,

Iszediately after the arrival at New York boat maneuver with
both port lifeboats, roll-call at starboard lifeboat, All in oxrder,

Departure 4/5-47. Passed lightship at 0120 476, g

From 4/6 to 4/10 variable weather and wind, Lashings and chock-
inge inspected every watch.

4/10-47, Increasing wind and sea. Due to violent sea and wind
the vessel was headed against the weather with reduced speed im the engine.
Lashings and chockings in the holds amd on deck inspected and tightened,

1200 houre 4/10-47. Wind 8W velocity 10, Sea 8, Severe

and shipping of water, Barom. 749 mm. Full storm, m |
1200 - 1600, Riding the weather with slo  spém 1n%2 . i

Lashings and chockings in the holds and on deck inep: jhe snd t,l_w Regig{eg'
b= “Fouridation
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Everything found to be in order. AL 1600 Wind 5W, velocity 12, Sea 10, Full
hurricane force, Vessel shirping water. Bavom. 76 mm,

At 1630 the vessel aguired a constant list to port, approx, 10 |
40 15 degrees. On inspection of the cargo all lashings on the altermomt
gection in the after hold proved to have smapped, All the four locomotives
had stowsd together. Giving a clearance of 6 - 8 fts Normally appre 2 Ite

All hands wers imsediately put to work rigging up lashings and |
shorings on starboard side, During this work it proved that two of the
shorings on port side, siddls section, were not in order, Two new shorings
were therefore installed, Much water and oll in port bilge, rendering this |

work difficult, the engine room wae immediately erdered to pusp out the
bilges and to fill up star card #, tank, Continued with shoringe and lashings
aftermost section, starboard side. |

At approx, 2100 fimished with this work. g

About to contimue with inspection of lashings and shorings on
the resaining cargo when four lashings on the middle pection in the after
hold shapped, The four locomotives in the middle section rolled with viclent
foree ageinst port side, Derailed and contipued rol ing back and forth.
Further work in the hold was now considersd hopeless, The Master and the
lst Officer were briefed on the situation, The wessel's list to port 1m
The Master pow gave orders to ready all lifeboats and to stand Ly same,.

Both lifeboats aft were made ready. Due to the heavy list to
port and severs rolling the lifebosts could mot be released from the chocks.

| Approxs 0100 on the 4/11 Stop in the engines The vessel heeled

over to port more and more.

At 0200 orders were givem to go in the lifeboats. Port lifeboat
Ho. 2 wae released in the chocks, it swung violently over due to the great
1ist, At this tize the water was flush with the boat deck. The boat was
launched intact, but was forced back against the ship's =ide, due to the _
88 and the undertow, The boat was totally dameged. Motorsen A, Eldes was |
wounded in the boat and pantry boy Nygaard was wounded on the raft. An
atteapt was made to launch port lifeboat No, 1; but in vaim dus to the ,-.,"-,.E"
heavy list and because it was heavily damaged :ft;: bottom by the spare ‘{'?
propeller which tore its lashings and went overboard, aL. “L1 Mﬁiﬂ to

the 1life rafts lying on the awming bars on starboard |lé, .4 Llﬂ}fdﬁ Reaistér

Foundation



| we e -3 - | .
after end of the iwat deck. The Tafts were launched safely and the crew
Left the ahdp. At that time the vessel had a 90 degres list, The vessel
capsized and sank within 4 minutes, This happened at 0230 hours (ship's
time)s Pomition approxs N 40 degrees W 53 degrees 30 minm.

'- It was mot possible to transsit any 5,0,8, due to the
rddlo antenns having been blown away 4/10 at 1545. An attespt was made

F to rig up a new antenna , but this falled due to the weather. Nome of =
the ship's papers were saved, *™ (Unquote - end of line 6, Page 4)«
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