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Dear Sir,

PONIOONS - SQ9 AND 8Q10.

we wish to amplify our cable No. D661 of today's
date relative to the scuttling of the above pontoons.

on the night of the 2Vth December,1956, the pontoéins
havinﬁ been brought into position, during daylight, under the
drilling platform, located in position Latltude 250 23' N,
Longlitude 52° 22' E a moderate to heavy beam swell oame up
which sheered the pontoon Intercomnecting atrutt bolts.

This caused the pontoons to be flung from slde to
slde damagling the spud legs of platform, false-work on pontoons,
plat form lower bean - and, as was observed later, hollng the
pontoons.

In an endeavour to save the strucbure orders were
given to sink the pontoons by pumping tanks full. SQP9 sauk
upright in about 41 feet of water, but stlll under the platform.
SQl0 did not go down at the same time, but at daylight on the
28th , wlth the pontoon stlll causing damage, Portside valves
Yos. 2 and 6 were opened - Nos. 2 and 6 Starboard having been
sheered. This, together with machinery which had fallen from
above ,caused a part llst and the pontoon turned turtle, still
floating.

Unsuccessful efforts were then msde to hole the pontoon
by gun filre, but finally the sinking of the pontoon wes achleved
by burning and dynamite. The SQl0 1s now submerged in about
41 feet of water, under the platform, in the turtle position.

We apologlae for the delay in advising and trust that
no inconvenlence has been caused. Should yogr require any
further detalls, or deem a visit necessa y, we shall be very
pleased to asslst in any possible way.

Yours faithfully,
for THE SHELL COMPANY=QF Q@IQWTED.

Lloyd's Register
Foundation



