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. The following comments are submitted on this letter:-

Page 4. The draught corresponding to the freeboard assigned Ly
the Committee is 26 ft. ng_ins. Tils draught 1s draught extreme.

Page 5. The door referred to in the last paragraph of this page is
not an unusual fitting in a wvessel of this kind. The position
of the dcor as shewn on the approved plans is sueh that its
bottom edge is fully 6 feet from the waterline. Xo plan of
this dgor was submitted for apvroval. E
If it 1s true that it was known that considerable leakage
was taklng place around this door, and that the officers' gpinion
/(,;' wes that sericus difficulty would have been caused if the door
had become submérged, then it was clearly advisable that
immediate steDls shculd have been taken t¢ obtain access tg the

deor and t¢ reander it watertight. +°

Page 6. It is a little difficult to understand the cgustructicn
descrived in the second raragraph of this page, and in the
raragraphs following. It is thougnt that the statement
¥twe bOOby hatches with ccmpanicnways leading to the shelter deck®

really refers t¢ twe hatchways which were constructed on the top

of ¥o.3 hatchway, closely adjacent 4o the tonnage epening,
and that the expregsion %leading t0 the shelter deck® means
®leading tQ the spvace below the shelter deck®, The scu—-called

i f
tooby hﬂtchfhna veen fitted in vessels carrying steerage passengers

in the "tweendecks, and provides a means of access far'jEEaa
passengersoto’the cpen air. The boecby hateh is/of substantial
construetion, and is suppcsed t¢ be as strong as the wood covers
¢f the crdinary hatchway itself.

The watertight docrs referred t¢ at the end of paragraph 2
ocn this page are those wnich, it is asesumed, should have been
fitted tc the orenings in the intermediate bulkheads in thia

|: ]
tonnage-exempted space. These openings art | néw: v fg%QQQTéath

watertight doors. b G L|D‘yd15 Regi.%ter
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(Page 6, contd.)

The height of the coal hatch ccoamings referred to at the
pottom of this page and on the following page, namely 9 inches,
is in acccordance with the requirements of the Scelety's Rules.
This space, however, being an open space from the point of view
¢f tonnage measurement, that 1s to say, the superstructure not
bveing intact, these openings should have been provided with
hatch covers and battening arrangements.

It 1s stated that it muat be understocd that ®as sucn as
swater finds its way into the shelfter deck bunker tc a depth
wof mr.;ﬁ than ten inches, 1t inevitably finds tBway tc the
® rtweendeck bunker and thence to the fire r¢om.®* This assumes,
of egurse, that nc covers were in piace, and it may be that
+his was s¢, for the reason stated, namely, the ¢gnvenience of
trimming eccal t¢ the bvoiler room; but it also neglects the
influence of the scuvpers which should have been provided at
the side of the vessel in accordance with the regulations for

a tonnage-exempted space.

Page 2. The regulations would permit of the bulkheads referred to
in the second Paragraph veing provided with uncovered ¢penings.

The statement in the third paragrayh of this page would be

equally true of a cargc hatchway itself if the covers were
carried away.

Yo information is available in regard t¢ the sg-called
#l1ightly constructed wceoden docrs®™ in the booby hatches.

In paragraph 4 1t 1s stated that the tonnage opening
leading intc the starboard shelter deck bunker had no coaming.
The regulations permit this tonnage opening to be so constructed,
that 1s to say, the ﬂtarm.hQAr¢a or other means of clcsing

adopted may extend down to the deck.

Pages 8 & 9. The suPpposition as t¢ the cause of the disaster

advanced cn these pages may ve summarised as folliows '
of i

The so-called lightly construeted dogors of th%jhfbbeMWhﬂ
C)
were injured or carried away, and water ir largd volume found its

way into the space below the shelter deck, fru ﬁ._whle-lﬁj,}"ﬁ@ageﬁiﬂer
Foundation



Pages R &9, contd.)
nad attained & certain depth, it flowed Intc the spaces

immediately below, including the fire room.

If this thecry is accepted, it is rather difficult to
understand hcow this process - which mast have taken &
considerable time, and which mist have been piassessipiy evlident
from the start - should not have been stopped at cnce. The
weather onn the Sunday, it ies eaid, was not severe, but on
Saturday and at the latest on Sunday morning the llet produced
vy this entering water was cbserved, and the supposed leakage
started at a point easily seen, and could presumably have been
easlily dealt with.

Acccrding to the facts as stated in this letter, no
attempt whatever was made t0 deal with a dangerocus condition
of affaires which must have been evident to the ship's company,
in circumstances which would easily have permitted of the

necessary acticn veing taken.

Page 10, Some investigations Of a general character are now
being made intc the stability of this vessel.by Mr.Watt.

The remarks in regard to the necessity for the Owners

being made aware of the ship's metacentric height will not

meet with unqualified agreement. It 18 true th&%:ﬁﬂf}r
g
the vractice has been extended of communicating/the shiv's

metacentric height, together with other elementary data
connected with etability, but it is nct universally agreed
that any good purpose is served by doing so.
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