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1 Tlopd's Register of Shipping,

71, Fenchurch Street, E.C, 3,

BN

ENCLOSURES, lst October, 1929.

Dear Sir,

I duly received your letter of the 20th ultimo,
enclosing a copy of one from liescrs. Blohm & Voss, regurding
the Oertz rudders which have been fitted to the Steamers
"NORD ATLANTIC" and "RIETFONTEIN", and the contents hate
beeﬁﬂcarefully noted.

In reply thereto I am directed to point out that
your letters of the 1llth ultimo, transmitting the plans of
the Certz rudders for these vessels, merely stated  that the
vessels were then under survey at Hamburg, and that an early
approval of the plens wae requested. This request was
complied with, the letters being received in this Office on
the 12th end the replies being sent on the 13th ultimo.

You now state that when the plens of these rudders
were received at your Office, the 5.5. "RIETFONTEIN" had already
been undocked (epperently with her new rudder fitted in place),
and thaet the rudder of the S.5. "NORD ATLANTIC" wes completed
and ready to be fitted in place. lo mnntion,xhowevér was

made of this when the plans were submitted to this Office,
and these were deélt with in ececordonce with'the preseht |

practice of the Society, on the understanding thet tme~répairs
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would be carrieqd out in the usual hanner after the plans
had been approved, and that due effect would be given to the
Committee's requirements.
The case of the "ROEPAT ", referred to by you, was
dealt with in October 1926,V1n the earliest Stages in the
fitting of Oertyz rudders, and before eXperience had been
gained with them, Subsequsntly & large amount of
experience has been €ained with thege rudders, and the Society's
requirements have been somewhet modified in matters orf detail.
The question has been discussed in this Office with

an expert Specially éngaged in the design and construction of
Oertz rudders, and his view éntirely eorroborates that held in
/this Office, nemely, that in order to prevent Gorrosion these
rudders should be made watertight, ang to effect this the
connections of the transverse Plate at the fore end of the

rudder to the side Plates, and the Seam at the after end of

pPreviously required, eonnecting the stiffeners on the side
Plates of the rudders, should be fitted, in order to prevent
banting,

I have further to State that it is not correet-to
refer to the Committee's requirement that plans of importent

alterations should pe Submitted for ap9’°'°1§ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?iﬁ?%eFiﬁffjég'

1s taken in hend, gg belng & op-Etemo tor;ﬁé f«iﬁﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁh
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These plans have to be submitted in order that they may be
carefully examined in this O0ffice, with a view to its being
seen that the Rule requirements end the prectice of the
Committee are being complied with in each instance.

It is thought that after the recent gimilar case of
the 5.,5. "SCHWARZES MEZR", cere would have been teken at your
port to see that e repetition should not occur of rudders
being fitted in classed ships before the plans of the seme
Wwere approved, the arrangements not being in accordance with
the Committee's practice.

A8 these two vessels have proceeded to zea with the
rudders, in which the amendments required by the Committee
haeve not been carried out, it is not easily seen what steps
can now be taken with regard to this. It is not thought
that the rudders are actually deficient in strength, but that
they are so constructed that leakage  may oecur, causing
eorrosion, and in the circumstences these rudders will require
to be kept under observetion and examined by the Society's
Surveyors at the next and subsequent dry doekings, and
reported upon by(fhem. and & note to this effect will be made
in the Specisl Reasons List.

I may add thet in this Country no trouble whetever
1s experienced in getting plans of thnese rudders ethmitted
to this Office in ample time to allow any amgndmettg p@@uirpq_'
to be carried out, end the Copmiitteet s prq¢t§qa w1$p~ \
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Patentees,

I am, peer Sir,

Yours rhithfully,

Secretary.,
A. Chi .mu, ESQ oy .

HAMBURG,

P,S, The plm.

forwarded with your letter
herewith, :

are returned
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