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Phe Cuartermaster, pQowever, stated thatl before
gtranding he was steering 150 - Question 3, Page 11l. Thie
does not agree with the Chief Officer's answer to Question
6, Page 15, in ghich he stated that the course by Steering

Compase was 11T ,

(4) While there are numerous other points in the answers
of both the Captain and the Chief Officer on which comments
gould be made, it is considered that the above will suffice to
bear out the opinion of the undersigned that the Courses and
Positions referred to were compiled "after the event"™ but were
not euificiently earefully thought out or rehearsed to be
thoroughly convinelng. :

It is the private opinion of the undersigned that,
at least from 0410 hours on May 6th, the vessel was being
"piloted” and not "navigated", in other worde, no bearings
were being takem or charted., This, ol course, is quite normal

rocedure for Coastal vessels, whose Masters general§¥ are
familiar with the Harbour Entrance, etc. used frequently by
them,

Reference is drawn to the Chief Officer's answer
to Question Ho.16, Page 16, in which he stated that he was
%oonning the vessel®, One does not generally "con" a vessel
when she has been on a steady course for about 28 minutes.
This answer, coupled with the answer glven %o Question 14,
Page 16, and the fact that the rudder was subsequent to the
stranding found to be in the "hard at port" position (although
the Captain stated privately that mo belm crders were given
before or after stranding) gives rise %o the impression that
just immediately prior to the stranding it was realised thatl
the vessel was running into danger.

(5) In the opinion of the undersigned, the stranding
of the "PYIDAWTHA" was due to gross negligence in the navigation
gf that vessel by both Captain Keating and Mr, Cant, Chief
ifficer,

In conelusion, the undersigned is of the opinion
that the Union of Burma Shipping Board, Owners of 5,5, "PYIDAWTHA",
were in no way to blame, or partly io blame, for the stranding
and had no part in that incident.

As a matter of imterest, it is worth recording that
on the final day of the Emguiry, the Assessors intimeted their
willingness to give their verdiet then. The District Magistrate,
however, stated that before making the findirgs public knowledge
he would have to consult with the Minister, presumably the
¥inister of Transport & Communications. Om the day that the
verdict was eventually made knmown to the publie, the District
Magistrate told two of the Assessors, that the Government had
advised him that they did not wani a severe verdict in this
case, but that some token sentence should be made.
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