Elopd's Register

71, Fenchurch Street; E.C.

Enclosure.

Dear 3ir Thomas Storey,

of Shipping,

With reference to the guestions raised by you

regarding the cases of the stesl steamer *SACRAMENTO*, and

the wood schocners YLAURFL WHALEN" and 93TASIA®, built on

the Pacific Coast, I beg to say that careful note has been

taken of the points,and enquiry will be made of the Scciety's

Surveyors in the matter.

Attention had already been called tc the case
of the "LAUREL WHALEN®", and in connexien therewith I cannot

do better than encleose an extract from a letter which we

have received from Mr. Collings, the Senior Surveyor at

Seattle, who wae sent owt from the Clyde becauuse of his

great practical experience which includes wood ship

congtruetion,

Whm we raeceive a reply from the Surveyors I will

not rau te let you know the result;

but in the meantime I

think it well to offer, for the information of Sir Robert

Balfour who raised the gquestion with yowu, & M x

on the

7\ ;ﬁ

general subject of the survey and classification of vessels,

As you are aware the Ccumit )
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appreciated the importance of providing an ample and efficient
Staff to ensure that as far as possible every care shall be
- taken in the construction of vescels built in the United
States of Amerioca and Can: da, The urgent demand for tonnage,
and the unprecedented arrangements which have been made to
accelerate the preduction of Ships, have rendered the duty of
the Society and its Surveyors exceedingly difficult; but,
a8 you are aware, the Committee have, from time to time,
taken measures to cope with the great onrush of work to the
best of thelr ability.

A large number of Surveyors on the permanent Staff,
and of other Surveyors experienced in Shipbuilding, Marine
Engineering, and Steel Testing, have been sent from the United
Eingdom, and Surveyors of approved experience in Amerieca have
also been appointed.

Before the War the Society had only 20 exclusive
Surveyors in the United States and Canada, and now has 118.

The Committee and the very competent Stalf of
Surveyors are doing everything they can to ensure efficiency,
but, as 8ir Robert Balfour will readily understand, the results
cannot be so uniformly satisfactory as they were in pre-war
days, when it was possible for smm:m.n AM Wﬁra to
emplay only skilled men, and to give anplo ’ttm W attention
to every detail.

It is gratifying to know, hmwé“ Q& s ﬁi‘t&éter
Foundation

et Y,




(3)

wnich we have received from many quarters clearly shows that
in the opinion of practical men this Society is accomplishing,
under great diffieculty, results in the way of satisfactory
supervision of Merchant Ship construction which no other
Organisation could hope to attain, or even approaci.

Yours sincersly,

8ir Thomas J. Storey, K.B.E.
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