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107 Cotton Exchange Building
GALVESTON, TEXAS

Cablegrams: Register,

" Please address

ther communications Galveston Telephone: SO 2-2832
an this subject to :
W. RENNIE
Surveyor Hovembgr 10’ 1960
Confidential

thief Representative
ind Prineipal Surveyor
NEW YORK

lear Sir:
, M/V "BALLA"

Kindly be advised concerning the change in classiflcation from
kis Society to Norske Veritas, of the sbove named ship, which was dry
ocked last week end at this port for exemination for possible damage
y stated grounding at a foul berth in Mexico, also other repairs, Wear
‘Tear, etc.

You will observe that the Special Survey D (ship 37 years old),
pcluding drilling, became due this month,

and there are considerable
pnditions at present attached to the vessel's class.

Before the Ship arrived at the local Shipyard I hed heard some
imors of e possible transfer of the class.

On the morning of the 7th inst., I had a cordial interview with

1. Jan Recourt, of Mexico City, Marine Superintendent for Transportacion
ritima Mexicaena S.A., whom I had

P nErevioualy met August last, during the
cent survey of £.S. "CONSTITUCION' owned by the same company. Also now
| attendance at the survey of the "BALLA" is the Norske Veritas Surveyor,
d Messrs. Olsen and Richardson,

Oowners Consultants, all from New Orleans,
nisiena, and of Norwegian or Danish nationallty.

, ¥y, Jan Recourt stated, that under an agreement dated August b {
50, the "Balla" was the second of four

ships owned by "Th. Brovig" to
transferred to the Transportacion Mari

tima Mexican S.A., the transfer
the four ships at intervals to be completed (see below for particulars)
August 1961.

He further stated in effect that it had been decided by the pro-

ictive new owners and present owners, for their general convenience and
formity of practice to no

w transfer the class of the "BALLA" to the
;ka Veri?as to coinelide with the cless of the remaining three ships
« class). -

; Mr. Recourt also mentioned that the General Manager of his
pany, lir. E. Rojas, of Mexico City, when in Yew York lest week, had
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11a". Their New York agents are Smith & Johnson, 11 Broadway, New

ke

; -2 -
|
qu?ally intimated to you their intention to transfer the class of the

‘ I informed Mr. Recourt that if a definite decision had been
pa concerning change of classification this should be officially con=
§?ed by letter sddressed to the New York or London Head office, who

1d only recognize the present owners of the ship, and not the pro-
lective new owners. He promised to let me know promptly what sction
s being teken in the matter.
: Last night he advised me thet as a result of some long distance
Fne calls, "TH, BROVIG" would be writing officially direct to the Lon-
n cffice.

: In these circumstances I have NOT made any survey of the "BALLA".
Fut three bottom shell plates damaged by grounding are being renewed,

d other repairs and opening up carried out under the inspection of the
V. Surveycr, with the work expected to be completed about the 18th inst.

The following four (4) ships now (or previously) owned by "The.
tovig" ere involved in the transfer to "Transportacion lMaritima Mexicana
(A" ownership:

o™ (1) GEZIRA BROVIG, now named "POLUCA" (see my letter dated
September 9, addressed to the Secretary, London, copy to

New York)
(2) BALLA (actual date of transfer not yet ascertained
.27 (3) BERTHA BROVIG ) at Intervals before

\QJ§(4) BENNESTVET BROVIG ) August 1961
Finally 1t should be added that when the S.3. " GONSTITUCION"

is under my survey for Docking, T.S., etc. last August, the Norske

iritas Surveyor told me privately that the owners and their representa-

\ves had been discussing with him change of class (from L.E. to NoVa)e

\vertheless I went ahead with the surveys end the sccounts have been

Qido \
Mr:, Jan Recourt told me this week that 1t was not their inten=
Fn to change the class. However with the Speclal Survey becomling due
61, the possibility of the Norske Veritas moving in at the next 4ry
. Jeking should be borne in mind.

Yours falthfully, )

W. Rennile

|:dlw

?.//This letter forwarded in duplicate for your convenilence in advis-
| ing London office.
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