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¥ IDDLESBROUGH.

18th February, 1944.
pDear S8Sir,

FORT CAR ons Gross.
This vessel discharged an iron ore cargo at this port and

demage to the second deck hatchway coamings and deck plating has
been found as follows:=-

No.2 Hatchway =- Side coamings and rider plate fractursd
complately at mid-length (p & 8) in way of weld
end deck sagged 18" on the starboard side, and
141" on the port side.

No.4 Hatchway = Starboaré side bulb angle coaming and dack sagged
1% Port side coaming sagged aboutb 2",

Coaming plate fractursd through welc on the
starboard side (rider plate not fractured).

No.5 Hatchway - Starboard side coaming completely fractured
in way of weld, including rider plate.
pack sagped @b out 5", he port side of the

ttwoen deck i partially occupied by accormodation.
This accommodation excludad cargo on this side

and the stsel bulkheads contribubted to the

gupport of the deck.

The 'tween deck loads ware as follows: -

| 250 tons.,
489 tons.
248 tons.
] 343 tons.
(0.0 = 290 tons.
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The iron ore carge in the 'tween docks was piled within
about 2 ft of the under slde of hatch beams at the normal angle
of repose without any attempt being made to trim the ore so &8
to distribute the welght over the full area of ths 'tween decks.
This ore cargo stows at 20 cub.ft per ton.

The log books wers examined, and 1t was found that the
vessel had encountered vary heavy weather, wind forcea 9 and had
pounded heavily.

Yaesterday & survey Was held by the Owper 'wi grintendent,
the Ministry of War Transport Surveyor, Kre amtq%gfgg&yiﬁgmgselr.
Recommendations were made to rostoro the vessel tO ‘original
condition, without eny additional stiffening belng fitted, as 1t
was considered that the primary collapse oi the declis \was due .
to over-loading, Work 1s proceadin aaco!&ingﬁé}éﬁ\#ﬁgqs é?ggiE;tE%‘
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The Owners' rapresentative, however, requested that
the question of additional stiffening of the hatchway coamings
be submitted for the consideration of the Commlttes and we shall
be glad to have your advice on this matter.

The s.s. "FORT MINGAN" is completing discharging
of an iron ore cargo at this port, &nd has sustained damage to
hatchway coemings of & simllar nature to that sustained by the
"PORT CARILION", Both vessels wers in the same convoy from
North Africa.

We are, Dear Sir,
vours faithfully,

The Surveyors, :
per: A.MecGlashan.,

The Secretary,
WOKINGHAM.
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