; 1, Matthew Caldwell, of Rua C ndelaria 80, 6the floor,
Rio de Janeiro, hercby depose and say as follows:- :
; I am employed as Surveyor to Lloyds Register of -
Shipping at Rio de Janeiro and on April 25th, 1949, at about
15am. I received a telephone call from Mr. Gregson, Lloyd'
Agent requesting me to proceed as Soon as possible to the
 MAGDALENA which had stranded outside Rio Harbour; this was
 folilowed by a similar request from the Royal Mail Lines.
1 immediately left home and in company with Captain
~ Ingram, Royal Mail Line Superintendent, and Hesops Brooman
_and Fletcher of llessrs Wilsons, left the quay in the tug =
- LINOSA at about 9.15am. o '
. We arrived at the MAGDALENA at about 11.30am and board-
ed via the baggage entrance. The weather at this time was
quite bad with a heavy swell running. ’ o
A conference was immediately held in the Captain's eabin
at which iir. Wheadon, Capntains Lee and Ingrain, the Chief Offiece
ah and Chief Engineer, all of the Royal Mail Lines, Messrs Brooman
. and Fletcher and myself attended. : i
o The position was explained to us with information
soundings and that No.3 hold was flooded and open to the
Noe2 hold was making water but was being kept under cont
by the vessel's bumpse In the meantime, the second in comnms
f the salvage tug TRIUNFO came on board and being able to
peak English, joined in the conference. 2
5 I went with Mr. Wheadon, the Chief Officer and the
Officer to inspect No.3 hold to see if it could be effec
sealsd and compressed air introduced to blow out the water.
We went down the cooling or insulated hateh to where the water
8 level with the main deck.
The auestion of using an electric-welding plant for
sealing and then an air compressor was discussed with the
UNFO's Officer who thought the TRIUNFO could do the work,
ut said that as he was not a salvage engineer he could not
ecide and that we should g0 aboard the TRIUNFO to discuss %}
tter with his cormanding officer.
. We found that the Commanding Officer (C/0) of the TRIUI
1d not come over to the MAGDALENA so arrangements were mad
or the LINOSA to take us to the TRIUNFO. This was done and
we boarded the TRIUNFO some distance away at about 12.30pm.‘
e We conferred with the C/0 TRIUNFO who informed us that
he was not eouipped with an electric-welding plant but that h
had an air compressor on board. After a half an hour's ;
questioning, it was discovered that the air compressor referp
to was so small as to be totally inadequate for any form of
salvage worke The vessel was however equipped with ejector
which might have been of some use providing they could be
moored alongside the MAGDALENA. The C/0 TRIUNFO was requ
to go alongside the MAGDALENA but he replied that he was u
1o do so owing to the state of the weather
N whilst the TRIUNFO was equipped as a salva
unwilling to take salvage risks. The tim
en about 12,30 to lpm. It was not until several ho
that 1 learnt that the C/0 TRIUNFO had had definite
structions not to endanger his ship excent for the pu
saving 1ife.
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