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SURVEY OF S8 MONAGAS

undersigned left Maracaibo by truck on Sunday, February 22, 1942, at 11.15 a.m.
r Castilletes on the Colombian border, arriving there about 10.00 p-m. that night.
xt morning we prmndf’gc Tucacas (Colombia) where we wers informed that we could

nly travel a little distance further slong the coast by car and would then require
schooner to proceed to the position where the MONAGAS was sshore,

y made & bargain with the owner of a small schoonsr called the ANITA, who agreed
o make the round trip to the MONAGAS for the sum of 8 325.

proceeded by truck along the coast and then boarded the schooner which immediate-
8ailed Northwards and anchored off the MONAGAS, which we boarded by & small boat.

only place possible to board the ship was at the after end of the mein deck om

port side. After making our survey we left the ship at sbout 4,00 p-m. Feb, 28
id returned on board the schooner ANITA.

le following was found:

vessel was lying aground in a position about four miles North of Punta Espada
Jira Peninsula, Colombia) and about 400 feet from the shore. She had a very

t list to starboard and was lying quite steady. Shs was burning. fiercaly,

vy smoke and flames coming out of what appeared to be No's. 1, 2, & 3 tanks on

] ide. On the starboard side of these tanks smoke was also visible and when-
the seas washed aboard the starbdard main deck a cloud of steam arose from the
ion trunk side and mmin deck plates which appeared to be nearly red hot.

t was impossible to get any further forward than No. 4 tank on account of the
; of the deck, all 6bumtivnl had to bs taken at e distence.

port side in way of No's. 2 & 3 cargo tanks there was & hole which appeared to
10 to 12 feet long in the main deck. Due to the heavy black smoke it was

) ascertain how far this extended in the ship's side. The expansion trunk

v 4 to be buckled and torn and the main deck aft of the fire was more or less

#d between frames for its entire length, the ship's side plating being als

ed for a considerable distance in the same direction. .

Mast wes lying over to port at an angle of about 15°, also aft at an angle of 10°,
orward stay and starboard rigging sppeared to be its only supports and prevented

m falling over the side. . : . ’

_socommodation were entirely burnt out, stanchions, fremes, eto.
11 buckled and twisted, Stanchions, frames, etc. on starboard side
the same extent, this no doubt being due to the wind being on the

méamhmd boat deck was entirely ,‘ itroyed and all plat- - -
id. The shell of the port lifeboat was lying on its side, :
en burnt away and the copper air tanks having collapsed.
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hil deck plating, also steel ‘bnlkhoadl in port and atuboard Engimnn‘ alleyways

‘ xthting on port side in way of firercom and engineroom and sxtending aft partly
ounter were buckled in places, the fire having apparently extended ss fer as the
name and port of registry on the vessel's astern, part of paint work being burnt

board lidl of ship's hull and diroetly under lifeboat all paintwork was burnt off

;- ﬂtcel plating forming Engineroom bulkheads in way of accommodation, paintwork
and electric wiring in way of same destroyed. Main engines appear to be unda=-
having been stopped befors the vesssl was abandoned, but a thorough exemination

ot be made as there was about 6 fest of water in enginercom.

m: Paintwork in top'ot Wanm badly burnt.

re: Smoke box fronts and uptake as far as could be seen undamaged; impossible to make
amination of boilers due to there being about 8§ feet of water in fireroom. With~
oubt these boilers must have sustained a considerable amount of internal damege
Enginesr on watoh had not time to shut off the fuel pumps and thereby extinguish

8 bﬁfwc abandoning the ship.

sence of the water 111 engine and fire rooms cannot be accounted for unless the ves-
tained some bottom damege umr grounding or through water service lines.

t &pp&rﬁnﬂy unmmdu

ersation with the Indians living in the viuiuity, the vesssl appears to have grounded
um:h:g of Wednesday, February 18,

w leave the vessel in chnrga of a guard but this was found to be inpouibio
ﬁn; on. fireé, and also due to the presence of about fifty Indians ashore

ed to be hostile and who kept shouting at us the whole time we were

ans had been aboard previous to our arrival as we found that certain

» oquipment had been gathered on deck in readiness to be taken ashore.

tmdm'nignod consider that as the ship is etill burning fiercely and
 elresdy sustained., also the locality in whioch she is ashore,

ge, also cost of repairs, would be prohibitive and therefore in
regarded as 8 toul loss. .
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