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é April 14th 1932

The Secretary
Lloyds Reglster of Shipping
London

Dear Sir.

T.S.5.Gardenga

I beg to draw your attention to the above steamer. ilwm
was sent over to Europe in April 1231 by the St Johns Coasters
Prop Ltd Durban. to buy a small steamer sultable for the South
African coastal trade and particularly for the run between Durban
and Port St Johns.

The only vessel I could hear of that would be sultable
for that trade,owing to the very shallow draft required,was the
Uardenga,an old river icebreaker lying at Cuxhaven.

Before I bought the vessel I submitted her plans to
'%gpr Soclety to ascertaln whether you would 't ‘able to class her
“TOOA! for the coas ren

0A1 For the coastal trade between Lore ues and Port El-

zabeth,which your Society agreed to do pro d certain alter-
ations were carried out.

) I then bought the vessel and contracted with the Armin-

ius Bodenwérder oermany, wno were ine Ol ¥ firm whose contract
price was within my figure,to carry out the work and to delliver
the vessel to me in Bremen classed by your Society and ready for
sea.
This was done and the vessel salled from Bremen on
Aug 1st 1931 on her voyage to South Africa. Numerous mechanical
troubles occured and the vessel put into Portland and Falmouth
where repairs and alterations were carried out to try and(cqpreg? H
one vital defect,namely,that the boilers were un=able to produce )/
the steam required by the engines. z
The vessels designed full speed is at 184 revelutions ‘
and at sea.it was impossible to maintaln steam for even;129yrg%qr b a4
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ifor 24 hours.

E Eventually I had to abandon the vessel at Gibraltar. AS in
spite of the alterations carried out at Portland and Falmouth, her

ateamling qualities were the same, which meant that she had a sea quuAK

in calm weather of barely five knots and even in a moderate sea
she became unmanageable.

g I have tried to claim some compensation from hte Underwrite
ers at Lloy®s, who insured the vessel for the voyage out to South
Africa but they contend the vessel is unseaworthy and it is im-
possible to insure against unseaworthiness.

i The vessel 1s now lying at Gibraltar in the hands of the
Union Coal Company for sale and the Company are faced with pra-
ctically a total loss.

. In conclusion, as I trusted in your Society for ensuring
that the vessel would be seaworthy for our purpose, ,1 appeal to
vou Lo accept some of the responsibility and award us some
compensation for our serious loss.

Yours faithfully

i P.S. Under seperate cover I am forwarding you the Engineers
Log and the Deck Log for your informatlon.
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