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Decay sSir,

At your request I accompanied Mr. Nicholas to
Southampton on the 27th instant with the object of
inspecting the corroded plates of the 8,8,"Nausicaa" now lying
in dry dock. At Southampton we were met by Dr, Miiton and
representatives of the owners and builders. There were also
present representatives from the Conmsett Iron Company &and M.
Cournot representing M. Guillet. We were able to confirm the
statement that the corrosion complained of occurs only on
the starboard side of the vessel and we alsoe found that it
wag praectically confined to a few plates in the E. strake,
Nos. 6, 8 and 9 being the worst, while Nos. 7 and 10 are also
affected but to a much less extent. Two areas were selected
as representing the worst portions of the plates and these
were carefully cleaned and scaled s0 that a detailed
examination could be made of the extent of the corrosgion.
The worst example of corrosion was shown by two almost .
vertical lines about 13" long and these had been corroded
at the worst part to a éepth of 24 m.m., the thicknesgs of
the plzte being 15 m.m. The examination showed that the

paint was adhering well to the plates and that there had been
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no extension of the corrosion op these piates aince they were

painted im Novembher last,
It seems probable that the origimal corrosion may

have beeri due to the vessel coming in contact with some
obstructién which has soraped off the paimt and Jaid bare the
steéel to0 the action of corrosion. Whatever the original
cause, however, I am satisfied (and I believe this view is
shared by Dr. Milton and Mr. Nicholas) that the corrosion

has now been stopped and that provided the plates are painted
there is mo cause for any apprehension,

It would appear that the Ownexs have been clarmed
by the report of M. Guillet which has led thém to believe

(1) that the steel from whioh the plates have been
rolled wes of bad quality and that serious corrosion
may start on any part of the ship,
that such corrosion will proceed more rapidly as
time goes on, the surface of the plates being less
liable to corrosion than the interior, and

that painting is not effective 1in stopping the

gorrosion.

As regards the quality of the steel there is at
present ne evidence to show that 1t i3 in any way defective,
whereas the present condition of the plates is proof that the
lsst paimting carried out eix months ago has been entirely
effective in preventing further corrosion of the parts
previously affected.

Under the circumstances, the action to be taken seems
to be clear, and Mr. Nicholas has showh me the draft of his
report with which I am in complete agreement.

In view of the importance attached to M. Guillet's
report and the somewhat serious statemen swhich e hag made

it wes decided thet a further imwvestigation of the steel was
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advisable, and as two pieces from one of The plates in question
are in Paris it was agreed, subject to your approval, that
these pieces should be cut in nalf and one half of each sent

to London for chemical analysis and exapmination.

I am of the opinion thet M. Guillet has based his
cenclusions on insufficient evidence, but it would be better
perhaps to postpone a detailed criticism of his repoxrt until 1
have hed sn opportunity of examining the pieces of plate now

in Paris.

Yours faeithfully,
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