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Dear Mr. 8cott,

1 revert to yowr letter of the
30th ultimo An regard to the dase of the 8,8. *QUERN LOUISR".

I have to report that on the 5th inetans,
accompanied by Mr. Gibbs and Mri Millar, I visited this vessel
and imspected the bulkhead in question. The eil fuel space
was at that time filled with water and wider these conditions
the bulkhead was quite dry, and the Swrweyor informéd me that
it also was wiktisfactory under the test scomdition.

You will see that 1€ is the upper part of
the bulkhead which is in questiom, and that this bulkhead forms
the boundary of an 0il fuel space only; it is not intended to
sarry petrolsum in this compartmest. The Committee have in
former times approved bulkheads with siagle riveted butts and
landings,forming.net only the boumdary of oil fuel spaces, but
alse the poundaries of compartmentd, if my recollection is
sorrect, intended to carry petreleum in wulk.

The principle adoptsd by the Cogmittee in
these cases was to have a consideraiis iparement of stiffness

over and above the usual practice smdedied in the spnstrustion
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of the bulkhead. I enclose plens of the bulkhead in
question, from which it will be seen that an adtempt hes
been made to securs this.

I have discussed the oase with Mr. Judk,

however, and, in order as far as possible to remove any

cause of anxiety in regard to the effioclency of the bulkhesd,

he has consembed, although he thimks is unnecessary, to fit

additional re-inforcement to the thwart-ship girders on the

'tween deck portions of the bulkhead ,as indicated on the plan.
Having regard to all the sircumstanges, I

am of opimien that the bulkhead aay b8 regarded as efficient,

Tours very bruly,
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